
 
 
 

DAY ONE: Agenda & Speakers 
Thursday, April 4, 2024 

 
TIME THEME:  The Story of Nursing: Ethical Competence and Agency 
6:45-7:45 Buffet Breakfast 
7:45-8:00 Welcome – Katherine Brown-Saltzman, RN, MA 
8:00-9:15 Keynote  

Taking Care: The Story of Nursing and its Power to Change Our World 
Sarah DiGregorio 
Author 
 

9:15-9:45 Break and Poster Session - Coffee, Tea & Snacks 
9:45-11:00 Plenary 

A Foundation of Moral Strength 
Christine Grady, MSN, PhD 
Chief, Dept of Bioethics, 
NIH Clinical Center 
 

1100-11:15 Break – Coffee, Tea & Snacks 
11:15-12:30 Discussion Sessions for Competency Building 

Using Nursing Opportunities to Cultivate Cultures of Connection and Belonging 
NNEC Faculty & Speakers 

12:30-13:30  
Lunch – Served on the Veranda 
 

13:30-15:15 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 
§ Building Skills and Competencies to Navigate the World of Advocacy  

and Healthcare Policy 
Anna Dermenchyan, PhD, RN, CCRN-K, CPHQ 
       Interim Chief Quality Officer of the Department of Medicine 
       UCLA Health 
 

§ Introduction to Nursing Ethics: A Relational Framework   
Erin Marturano, MBE, MSN, RN,  
      Ethics Manager,  
      Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania 

 
 



BREAKOUT SESSIONS cont. 

§ Enhancing Moral Agency and Decreasing Moral Distress:  
Hospital Policy is a Viable Tool for Clinicians  
Ellen M. Robinson, RN, PhD, HEC-C, FAAN 
      Nurse Ethicist & Co-Leader, Optimum Care (Ethics) Committee/ 
      Consultation Service 
      Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston, MA 
Brian P. Cyr, MSN, RN-BC,  
      Nurse Director and Ethicist,  
      Massachusetts General Hospital 
 Joan Henriksen, PhD, RN, HEC-C,  
      Clinical Ethicist,  
      Allina Health and Faculty, University of Minnesota Center for Bioethics  
 

§ Writing Your Own Stories of Power  
Sarah DiGregorio,  
     Author 
 

§ The paradox of over-responsibility and the social covenant of nursing 
 Katie Boston-Leary, PhD, MBA, MHA, RN, NEA-BC 
       Director, Nursing Programs 
       American Nurses Association 
 

§ Understanding Patients’ Perspectives About Ethical Challenges 
Christine Grady, MSN, PhD 
       Chief, Dept of Bioethics, 
       NIH Clinical Center 
 

§ Mattering: Applications for Spiritual Self Care and Patient Care  
      Elizbeth Johnston Taylor, PhD, RN, FAAN   
      Professor,  
      Loma Linda University School of Nursing 

15:15-15:45 Break & Poster Session – Coffee, Tea & Snacks 
15:45-16:45 Closing:  

When the Nurse is a Patient:  Employing Ethical Competence as We Advocate for Self and Others 
Melissa A. Fitzpatrick, MSN, RN, FAAN 
President,  
Kirby Bates Associates 
 

16:45-17:30 Learning from an Ethics Leader – Interview with Award Reciepient of the Ethics of Caring National 
Nursing Leader Ethics Award. 

17:30-17:40 Evaluation and Closing Comments 
17:40-18:45  

Reception on the Veranda 
 

 



 
 

NNEC DAY TWO: Agenda & Speakers 
Friday, April 5, 2024 

 
TIME Reconnecting to Our Meaning and Purpose 
0730-0745  
0745-0800 Welcome – Angie Knackstedt, BSN, RN, NPD-BC 
0800-0915 Keynote: 

Lost and Found: Belonging through Meaning and Purpose 
Katherine Brown-Saltzman, MA, RN  
Emeritus, Co-director UCLA Health Ethics Center 
President, Ethics of Caring 
 

9:15-9:45 Break and Poster Session - Coffee, Tea & Snacks 
9:45-11:00 Plenary:     

The Necessary Transformation and Reshaping of Healthcare 
Katie Boston-Leary, PhD, MBA, MHA, RN, NEA-BC 
Director of Nursing Programs,  
American Nurses Association  
 

11:00-11:15 Break - Coffee, Tea & Snacks 
11:15-12:30 Discussion Sessions for Competency Building 

Looking in the Mirror: Recognizing our past and moving forward with our personal and 
professional stories 
NNEC Faculty & Speakers 
 

 
12:30-13:30 

 
Lunch – Served on the Veranda 
 

13:30-15:00 Breakouts 

§ Infusing Joy in Our Ethical Framework of Leadership and Caring 
Melissa A. Fitzpatrick, MSN, RN, FAAN 
     President,  
     Kirby Bates Associates  

 

 
 
 



Breakouts cont.  

§ The Healing Power of Storytelling: Sharing Our Work, Our Words, and Our Humanity 
JoAnne Auger, RN, CHPPN,  
         Caritas Coach© Supportive Care Nurse 
         Coordinator- Peckham Center for Cancer & Blood Disorders  
         Rady Children’s Hospital – San Diego. 

§ Early Arrivals: What Premature Birth Can Teach Us About Being Human 
Sarah DiGregorio  
        Author 
 Elizabeth Kohlberg, MSHCE, BSN, RN, HEC-C  
        St Louis Children’s Hospital  

§ Destigmatizing Substance Abuse Disorder in Nursing 
Nancy Blake, PhD., RN, NEA-BC, FACHE, FAONL, FAAN 
       Chief Nursing Officer,  
       Los Angeles General Medical Center 
         Associate Adjunct Professor,  
         UCLA School of Nursing 

§ Nursing Ethics Programs: Meaning, Purpose, & Magnet Too  
Heather Fitzgerald, DBe, MS, RN, HEC-C,  
            Director, Office Professional Fulfillment & Resilience,  
            Stanford Children’s Health 
 Karen Jones MS, RN, HEC-C,  
            Clinical Ethics Program Manager,  
            Children’s Hospital Colorado   
            Faculty, CU Center for Bioethics and Humanities and CU School of Medicine 
  Angela Knackstedt, BSN, RN, NPD-BC,  
            Program Manager, Health Literacy & Nursing Bioethics & Director,  
            Certificate Program in Pediatric Bioethics, 
            Children’s Mercy Kansas City 
 

§ Ethics of Caring Leadership Award Recipient –  
Presenter and Topic to be announced 

 
15:00-16:00 

 
Interview the ANA DAISY Awards® for Ethics in Nursing Practice and Leadership  

16:00-16:15 Break - Coffee, Tea & Snacks 
 
16:15-16:40 

 
Ethics of Caring: Inspiring a Future Dialogue for Nursing Ethics 
 

16:40-17:25 Closing:  
Lessons from the Rearview Mirror 
Brenda Barnum, MA Bioethics, BSN, RNC-NIC, HEC-C 
Clinical Ethicist & RN Clinical Supervisor in NICCU   
Children’s Hospital Los Angeles 
 

17:25-17:30 Evaluation and Closing Comments 
 


